probability earlier than the reign of Muta-
wakkiL During the reign of Harun al-
Rashid, Baghdad became a centre of arts
and learning. Here poets, jurists, artists
and musicians thronged from all parts of
the globe. It was the most brilliant time
in the history of the world, for in the
East ruled the glorious Harun al-Rashid
while in the West the imperial Charle-
magne and the cultured Ummayyads,
We learn from the Arab writers that in
magnificence, Baghdad reached its zenith
between 786-809 A.D. and that the archi-
tectural work of this period was free from
Byzantine influence. But like Basra and
Kufa, the land between the Euphrates
and the Indus is destitute of any archi-
tectural remains of this great age. Of
the ancient glories of Baghdad, nothing
remains but a few fragments of walls of
a madressa and one or two domes. Out-
side Baghdad there is a monument with
a pyramidical roof which probably be-
longs to this epoch. It is known as the
Tomb of Zobeide, the favourite wife of
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